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GUARANTEED MULTISTATE BAR REVIEW


SAMPLE ESSAY QUESTION (PERSONAL PROPERTY)

While Cameron was visiting her grandmother (“Grandmother”) in Roanoke, Virginia, Grandmother showed her three valuable silver cups, which had been in their family since the nineteenth century.  Each cup was inscribed with the family’s last name and bore the respective birth year (1880, 1885, and 1890) of Cameron’s great-grandfather and his two brothers.


As Cameron admired the cups, Grandmother said, “Cameron, I want you to have the 1890 cup, so take it with you.  The 1885 cup is for your sister, Sofia, in New York.  I’m giving it to you to take to her.  I intend to give the 1880 cup to your brother, Jackson, who is coming here to see me next week.”


Cameron thanked Grandmother and took the 1885 and 1890 cups as requested.  In a rush to catch her flight at the Roanoke Airport, Cameron inadvertently left the 1885 silver cup in back seat pocket of the taxicab she had taken to the airport.


Driver, who was an employee of the taxi company, found the silver cup as he was cleaning out of the taxi at the end of his shift.  Driver told Taxi Owner, who owned the taxi and the taxi company, that he had found the silver cup and that he was going to keep it for himself.  Taxi owner, thinking he recognized the cup, took it from Driver and, over the objection of Driver, returned it to Grandmother.  Taxi Owner requested Grandmother to return the cup to him if it did not belong to her, and told her that, if that was the case, he was going to keep the cup for himself.


Grandmother died unexpectedly two days later.  In her valid will, she specifically left all three of the silver cups to the First Baptist Church of Roanoke.  The 1880 cup, which she had intended to give to Jackson, and the 1885 cup, which Cameron had taken to give to Sophia but left in the taxicab, were found in Grandmother’s apartment at the time of her death.

(a)
As between Cameron and the First Baptist Church, who is entitled to the 1890 cup?  Explain fully.


(b)
What rights, if any, do Driver and Taxi Owner have in the 1885 cup?  Explain fully.


(c)
As between Sophia and the First Baptist Church, who is entitled to the 1885 cup?  Explain fully.


(d)
As between Jackson and the First Baptist Church, who is entitled to the 1880 cup?  Explain fully.

